
 

 

The  
High 
Plains 
Drifter 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE 
NORTH PLATTE, NE 

WHATôS INSIDE 

NEBRASKA STATE FAIR  
OUTREACH 

2-3 

NEW SPANISH WEBPAGE 4 

Volunteer Cooperative 
Weather Observer Needed 5 

HOW MANY DAYS ABOVE 
100Á  THIS YEAR? 

6 

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT 7 

  
 SKYWARN Recognition Day was              
developed in a joint effort with the National 
Weather Service (NWS) and the American 
Radio Relay League (ARRL).  It celebrates 
the contributions that volunteer SKYWARN 
radio operators make to the National    
Weather Service.  
 
The NWS and the ARRL both recognize the 
importance that amateur radio provides 
during severe weather. Many NWS offices  
acquire real time weather information from 
amateur radio operators in the field. These 
operators, for example, may report the 
position of a tornado, the height of flood  
waters, or damaging wind speeds during 
hurricanes.  
 
All of this information is critical to the mission 
of the NWS which is to preserve life and 
property. This special event celebrates the 
contributions by amateur radio operators. 
 
SKYWARN Recognition Day will be held this 
year on December 3th at 6:00 PM and 
will last for 24 hours.  Interested in hearing 
more?  
 
Please contact Shawn Jacobs at 
308.532.4936 or email 
shawn.jacobs@noaa.gov. 
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SKYWARN RECOGNITION DAY AT  
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BY SHAWN JACOBS 
WARNING COORDINATION METEOROLOGIST 
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Nebraska State Fair 2022 Outreach  
BY SAM MELTZERï METEOROLOGIST 

 Each year, the three National Weather Service offices in         
Nebraska - North Platte, Hastings, and Omaha - host a booth at the 
Nebraska State Fair. Our booth was located in the Pinnacle Bank    
Expo Center this year, and was staffed each day by personnel from 
the weather offices along with several county emergency managers. 
Exhibits included a Van de Graaff generator to teach the public about 
lightning, a simulated-tornado machine, and current satellite and    
radar images of Nebraska and the world. We provided information 
and answered questions about how to be prepared for severe and 
winter weather, and held a raffle to give away weather radios and a 
rain gauge.  

Pictured: Meteorologist Amanda Wekesser and Lead Forecaster Alan Hickford of Hastings who ran 
the booth with Sam Meltzer on Friday September 2.  
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  Fairgoers stopped by to talk to the meteorologists at the booth 
about the weather. They came from across Nebraska and enjoyed 
getting a chance to meet meteorologists from far away towns. Many 
asked us about our jobs and told their stories about interesting 
weather that they have experienced where they live. Children tried 
out the Van de Graaff generator, which is used to simulate lightning 
and also viewed the simulated tornado - which we called ñthe safest 
tornado youôll ever see.ò Oftentimes, people talked about the ongoing 
drought and asked whether there would be rainfall anytime soon in 
their corner of the state.  

 

The Nebraska State Fair was an excellent opportunity for National 
Weather Service (NWS) staff to venture out of the office and interact 
with the public in a fun and educational way. Meteorologist Amanda 
Wekesser of NWS Hastings enjoyed meeting people from around the 
state and sharing her love of the weather. ñI grew up going to the  
Nebraska State Fair, so getting to move back to Nebraska earlier in 
the year and now work several days at the fair, talking about weather, 
was a real treat.ò This was the first Nebraska State Fair for NWS   
Hastings lead forecaster Alan Hickford, who liked giving the public a 
chance to associate faces with the people who create the weather 
forecast, but also enjoyed trying the food and having his first ñreal 
state fair experience.ò It was also a first for meteorologist Amanda 
Viken from NWS North Platte, who found discussing safety with the 
public rewarding as well. ñContinuing to accomplish the mission of 
protecting lives and property through raising awareness and what to 
do during extreme and impactful weather was the most rewarding  
aspect of the fair for me.ò 
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NEW SPANISH WEBPAGE 
By Jaclyn GomezðMeteorologist 

 

The National Weather Service in North 
Platte has debuted a new addition to 
our webpage. We now have a Spanish 
webpage link to view the forecast in  
Spanish. The webpage can be found at 
www.weather.gov/lbf/Spanishwebpage 
Once on the webpage you will see   
various cities listed (pictured to the 
right) click on one of the forecast cities 
to receive a detailed forecast in Spanish 
for the next 7 days.  

 
Along with the forecast, 
when you visit the 
webpage you will also 
find various safety 
graphics provided in 
Spanish. There is      
information for severe 
thunderstorm safety,  
winter safety and heat 
safety (example       
pictured to the left).  

 
You can also use the QR code to the right 
to view the website by simply opening your 
phone camera and holding it in front of the 
QR code. Then a link will pop up to open 
the webpage.  
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 We are looking for weather enthusiasts to volunteer to be       
cooperative weather observers. What does a cooperative weather 
observer do? Well, they take daily weather observations of either 
temperatures, precipitation or both. The weather service will provide 
the equipment to you free of charge. However, you will have to sign 
a contract that you will be willing to take daily observations at your 
site and in the event you are on    vacation or sick, you will have 
your back-up weather observer fulfil the duty. Observation sites 
must also have access to internet as you will fill out your daily      
observation via webpage. Since the equipment is issued by the    
National Weather Service, local staff will also need to have access to 
your property to maintain the weather equipment.   
 
What kind of equipment can you expect to be installed on your   
property? If you will be providing temperature observations, then 
the National Weather Service will install a Maximum Minimum    
Temperature Sensor (MMTS), which is sometimes referred to as the 
beehive, (pictured below center).  For all sites, a standard 8 or 4 
inch rain gauge (pictured below right) will be provided, along with a 
snowboard (pictured below left).   
 
We are currently looking for observers in Hooker, McPherson,  
Thomas and Blaine counties, however not in Purdum as we already 

have an observer located there. If this sounds like something you 
may be interested in or would like to know more information, please 

contact us at nws.northplatte@noaa.gov  

VOLUNTEER COOPERATIVE WEATHER OBSERVERS NEEDED 
BY JACLYN GOMEZ-METEOROLOGIST 


